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Topics to understand… 

1.  Start of Cold War – how and why it happened after World War II. 

2.  Differences between communism and capitalism, and reason for U.S. dislike of communism. 

3.  United Nations, NATO, and Warsaw Pact – reason/purpose of each and their impact. 

4.  Truman Doctrine and Marshall Plan – reason/purpose of each and their impact. 

5.  Division of Germany, Berlin Blockade and Airlift, Berlin Wall – causes, what happened, and the results. 

6.  Arms race and space race – causes, what happened, and the results. 

7.  Korean War – causes, what happened, and the results. 

8.  Second Red Scare and the McCarthy Hearings - causes, what happened, and the results. 

9.  Cultural, social, and economic changes at home in the 1950s – causes, what happened, and the results. 

 

Terms to know… 
 

Cold War 
Period of tension between the Soviet Union and its communist allies versus the United States 
and its non-communist allies. 

Iron Curtain 
Division between the Soviet-dominated communist nations of Eastern Europe and the 
democratic nations of the West. 

Satellite Nations Weaker nations that are ruled by another, more powerful nation. 

Truman Doctrine 
U.S. policy of helping any nation to defend itself from the spread of communism (containment 
of communism) 

Marshall Plan 
U.S. program of giving huge amounts of money to help rebuild non-Communist nations of 
Europe. 

Berlin Blockade Soviet Union blockage of all goods into West Berlin by rail and rail from 1948-1949 

Berlin Airlift Relief effort by Britain and the U.S. to bring supplies to West Berlin from 1948-1949 

Berlin Wall Wall that divided communist East Berlin from democratic West Berlin from 1961-1987 

United Nations International peacekeeping organization established after World War II. 

North Atlantic Treaty 
Org. (NATO) 

Military alliance between United States and western European countries to protect them from 
Soviet aggression. 

Warsaw Pact 
Military alliance between Soviet Union and eastern European countries to protect them from 
western aggression. 

Stalemate A situation in which neither side wins. 

Demilitarized Zone Area with no military forces, such as the 38th parallel dividing North and South Korea 

Second Red Scare Widespread fear of communism during the 1950s 

Senator Joseph 
McCarthy 

Leader of Senate committee accusing Americans of being communists, often with very little 
evidence. 

G.I. Bill of Rights 
Law in which the federal government spent billions of dollars to give veterans money to spend 
on businesses, homes and schooling. 

suburbs Communities surrounding cities that are a blend of urban and rural. 

Levittown Suburban town in which mass-produced, identical, and affordable homes were built. 

Baby Boom Major increase in the number of children born in the late 1940s and 1950s. 
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*** For the unit test, you are responsible for BOTH Cold War study guides (#10 and #11). *** 

 

Topics to Understand… 

 
1.  Election of 1960 – importance of election, role of television, and results. 
 

2.  Bay of Pigs Invasion – causes, main events, and results. 
 

3.  Cuban Missile Crisis – causes, main events, and results. 
 

4.   Conflict in Vietnam: 

• Origins of conflict before U.S. involvement:  events in Vietnam from end of WWII through 1950s 

• Reasons for U.S. involvement 

• Fighting of Vietnam War and how it differed from previous wars 

• Importance of Tet Offensive 

• Reactions to war at home and the war’s influence on American culture 
 

5.  Counterculture movement of the late 1960s and early 1970s – what happened, why, and the results. 
 

6.  Presidency of Richard Nixon: 

• Response to Vietnam War 

• Détente 

• Watergate Affair 
 

7.  Presidency of Ronald Reagan: 

• Early 1980s:  Reaction to Cold War (Afghanistan, “Star Wars”) 

• Mid-late 1980s:  Relations with Michael Gorbachev / Easing of Cold War Tensions  
 

8. End of Cold War and breakup of Soviet Union – why, how, and results. 
 

Terms to Know… 

 

Domino Theory The belief that if one country fell to the Communists, neighboring countries would follow. 

Gulf of Tonkin Incident  Event that led to more direct military involvement in Vietnam.  

Vietcong South Vietnamese fighters who supported communist North Vietnam. 

draft System of mandatory enlistment in the military. 

guerrilla warfare Style of warfare in which fighters make hit and run attacks on the enemy. 

napalm 
A jelly-like substance that burst into flames, sticking to people’s bodies.  Napalm was a 
chemical weapon that was used against the Vietcong (North Vietnamese Communists). 

“Hawks” Americans who support war. 

“Doves” Americans who oppose war. 

détente Reduction of tensions between the U.S. and Soviet Union in the 1970s. 

S.A.L.T. Agreement 
(Strategic Arms Limitation Talks) Treaty in which the U.S. and Soviet Union agreed to limit their nuclear warheads and missiles. 

Star Wars 
Weapons system proposed by President Reagan that would be able to destroy Soviet Missiles 
from space. 
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